GLADSTONE                         II

The firm of Corrie, Gladstone & Grant pros-
pered, and Gladstone was always well off. It was
an East India house. But unfortunately John
Gladstone became " the owner of extensive plan-
tations of sugar and coffee in the West Indies,"
that is to say, he was a slave-owner and frequently
in hot water about his slaves. William defended
his father in what was almost his maiden speech.
But, whatever may have been old Mr. Gladstone's
business necessities, his moral principles were
above reproach. A fervent slave-owner, he was
an equally fervent Evangelical. He was also a
keen politician of the liberal-Tory school, and
in 1812 brought Canning to contest Liverpool
against Brougham. It took his son the best part
of half a century to get over a fortuitous acquaint-
ance made when he was three years old.1 Loyalty,
amounting to spiritual dependence, was ever one
of his leading characteristics.

Gladstone was always busy on his autobiog-
raphy, analysing his motives and scraping his
conscience. Of his childhood he writes at an un-
known date.: " My religious recollections are a
sad blank. Neither was I a popular boy, though
not egregiously otherwise. If I was not a bad boy,
I think I was a boy with a great absence of good-
ness. I was a child of slow, in some points, I
think, of Angularly slow, development There
was morejn me perhaps than in the average boy,

l " I -was set upon one of the chairs standing and directed to
say to the company, * Ladies and Gentlemen.' "